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There’s a lot packed in this edition — from a
look back at our Newcomers Orientation
and celebration of outstanding members,
to highlights from our (soggy) May
dressage and combined training show.
Inside, you’l l  also find helpful riding
insights in “Centerline (Fore)sight,” details
on our upcoming Fix-a-Test clinic, and a
chance to meet a longtime member. Be
sure to check out what’s coming up next
and stay connected with everything going
on in the FRC community.
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7.18 Dressage Show

October

July

September
9.5 Dressage & Combined Training Show

10.31 Dressage & Combined Training Show

June

6.24 Trivia Night at FENCE

6.20 Dressage Fix-a-Test Clinic 

9.6 Cross Country Schooling
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https://foothillsridingclub.org/#membershipjoin
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CENTER LINE (FORE)SIGHT

Most people watch dressage tests from the side of the ring or,  of
course, from the horse’s back.  Therefore, they don’t see what the
judge can clearly see, which is how obvious the geometry of test
riding is in relation to the center l ine.

Since the judge is sitting right at C, any lack of precision relative to
the center l ine is glaringly clear to her.   This applies to the size of
circles and also to the loops that go through X.  Since the ring is 20
meters wide, 10-meter circles that start at C, for example, should
touch the two quarter l ines, but often they ooze out one side and
become more l ike 13-meter ovals.   

A 15-meter circle centered at C should touch spaces midway
between the quarter l ines and long sides, while one that starts at P
would touch the quarter l ine on the opposite side.  These spacings
are apparent to someone sitting at C and, if they don’t happen, then
the judge may presume the horse is drifting out through the aids
and is not in the rider’s control.   

Several tests have half 10-meter loops that go through X.  A Second
Level serpentine that starts at B and ends at E,  for example, should
have two equal-sized loops and not one that is 8 meters while the
other one is 12 meters.   The loops that run the length of the arena in
trot for Training 3 or in counter canter for First 3 should go through
X and not some vague region just past the quarter l ine.

One strategy to help you find this spacing can be to glance toward A
or C to see if you are cutting the space too small  or sl iding too wide.  
With circle size, generally you’re better off aiming a bit small,
because horses tend to drift out, plus it’s easier to leg yield out a
couple meters but harder to make a large circle smaller once you’re
on an arc that starts too wide.

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r g a r e t  F r e e m a n ,  U S E F  S e n i o r  D r e s s a g e  J u d g e
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This concept of geometry relative to the center l ine starts with your
first entrance at A in Intro A (was the turn at A too wide?!) and goes
all  the way to Grand Prix,  where there is a canter zig-zag that might
zig 3 meters one way and zag 7 meters the other.  Finding the center
line right at the start of your dressage journey wil l  help earn you
positive points the entire way.

C E N T E R  L I N E  ( F O R E ) S I G H T

Foothil ls Riding Club is holding a dressage fix-a-test clinic with
Margaret Freeman on Saturday June 20 at Deer Meadow Farm. 

The format wil l  be a 40-minute segment for each rider.   The rider
will  be warmed up and ride their test at the start of the segment.
The rider wil l  then work with Margaret on portions of the test where
the test score can be improved.  The rider has the option of
repeating the test again at the end of the segment.  The tests can
be any USEF, USDF or FEI dressage test and wil l  be held in the large
arena. 

Auditors are welcome, and there wil l  be opportunities to ask
questions.

Deer Meadow  Farm has a covered arena.  The address is 149 Caro
Lane, Chesnee SC.  It  is located about 10 minutes from the
intersection of US 26 (Exit 5) and SC 11or 10 minutes from Green
Creek. 

Margaret has been judging dressage for 38 years and holds a
“Senior” USEF l icense.  In addition to judging and teaching, she’s
active with youth dressage activities and specializes in
showmanship clinics.

Cost for the clinic is $65 for FRC members, $85 for non-members,
$20 for auditors (one free additional auditor per horse; byo chair),
and $30 for a day stall .   

https://www.google.com/maps/search/149+Caro+Lane,+Chesnee+SC?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/149+Caro+Lane,+Chesnee+SC?entry=gmail&source=g
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https://pci.jotform.com/erin.e.stroud/june-fixtest-registration
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffoothillsridingclub.org%2Fseminars%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExN0NHdjVYNUVOODV0OFpRWHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5QaYIYnAFjokkE9inrycerGeD4DuA11oV0-WEWgouJGIEwu9cip48F4kudhQ_aem_bwBHpc2WraI2cGVr_JlE9A&h=AUA9-fzdxOmUCVNfCC6GWMwysnwLbqE5_Akv4qeJj_mNogIPzz2ZF-82lXHZEziTRTOPt-M2csKSiDk7OURrKZVMQV0ZLzQ-J1HsS_HON8oFvJatLljQNNbklwsZfh2fTDupRgN3A5CpVHXK&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUDy1PHkQ2D3H5lh67d2ZOBakNprTgd1hRYrsl814h40KGW7p_YxyhzHG4mVIFEV52IST-E4Vp1aYZnGHwxFX0Uxap2lqIojPliDlbqDhX1TySjn2qbW-j2eRQSKBzlY7Hb0YT3pKIfuFVrP7ZsKz_DdWScIHi-NzPSuGr87iw
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NEWCOMERS ORIENTATION
On June 9th FRC hosted the annual Newcomers Orientation at the
FENCE House.  This orientation provides those new to Tryon Horse
Country with valuable information to help them integrate into the
community and keep their horses healthy as they move into a new
situation.

The presentation began with Libbie Johnson giving a history of
Tryon Horse Country. She covered the very beginnings of our area,
the influence of Carter Brown and Gordon Wright in the making of
this area into a premier horse destination.
Next up was Larry Roselle,  FETA President, who gave a detailed
overview of the trails in the area and a brief recap on what is
needed to keep the trails open.

Cassie LeMaster, Extension Agent for our area, continued the
presentation with the pros and cons of the flora and fauna of the
area and the joys of fescue grass!

The next presentation was done by veterinarian Dr.  Bibi Freer, DVM
who presented what we need to know about vaccinations, worming,
feeding and things that appear here that you might not be familiar
with in other areas—like the “slobbers”.

Next up was Margo Savage West who gave a quick outline of the
equine organizations in the area and introduced the wonderful
Animal Control officers who serve our area. 

During the program FRC presented two special awards for
“Outstanding Leadership and Contribution in Tryon Horse Country”.
The first one was to Noreen Cothran Feagin for her years of
supporting the horse industry and the second was to Libbie Johnson
for her dedication to the horse industry.  (See article on these two
great women starting on page 11)

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r g o  S a v a g e  W e s t
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And then, the most popular item on the agenda—LUNCH –where
participants mixed and mingled with other newcomers, the
speakers and representative of some of the local clubs.

N E W C O M E R S  O R I E N T A T I O N

Many thanks to the sponsors of this event:
Abby Kogler

Bonnie Lingerfelt
Dot Moyer/Polk Rural Forever

Doug Harmon
Hunt Country Equine

Kim Karaman/Landrum Antique Mall
Libbie Johnson

Linda Noble/Looking Glass Realty
Red Bell  Run (In memory of Cathy Berlin)

Rest-a-Bit Farm
The Farm House

Tryon Horse Country Homes
Tryon Riding and Hunt Club
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Beginning in 2000, she championed the “Shop Local.  It  Matters”
campaign, encouraging equestrians and residents alike to support
local businesses. Her advocacy extended far beyond her own
business interests, reflecting her belief that a thriving equestrian
community depends on a thriving local economy. Throughout her
career, she has consistently worked to create opportunities that
strengthen the entire horse industry in Tryon and the surrounding
region.

 One of Noreen’s most significant contributions was her leadership
at Harmon Field. Recognizing the need for affordable and
accessible competition opportunities, she became a driving force
behind the Harmon Hopefuls series. Noreen helped renovate the
show grounds, donated prizes, organized volunteers, and
coordinated monthly competitions that gave countless riders and
families a place to learn, compete, and grow. The success of those
early efforts laid the groundwork for the Carolina Schooling Series
and Harmon Classics, programs that continue to serve the
equestrian community today.
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THIS YEAR’S EVENT HONORS OUTSTANDING
LEADERS IN TRYON HORSE COUNTRY

For more than three decades, Noreen
Cothran Feagin  has been one of the most
influential  leaders in the growth and
development of Tryon Horse Country.
Through her leadership, vision, and
unwavering commitment to the region, she
has helped shape the equestrian landscape
that riders, businesses, and organizations
benefit from today. Noreen has always
understood that strong communities are
built through local support.
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Long before major equestrian investment arrived in the region;
Noreen was helping build the foundation that made such growth
possible.  The networks, facil ities, competitions, businesses, and
community support systems that exist today did not appear
overnight; they were built through years of dedication from leaders
will ing to invest in the future of Tryon Horse Country. Noreen was
one of those leaders.

Libbie Johnson  has been a
long time Tryon Horse
Country resident.   She has
been a real estate agent in
Tryon Horse Country since
2014. Previously,  she owned
a public relations firm,
served as a social worker,
and managed an art gallery.   

Since arriving in Tryon, she has been very involved in Tryon Horse
Country serving as the county’s economic development director
and directing resources to our primary economic driver – horses.
Libbie has always been active in the local horse community from
equine rescue organizations to Pony Club to Equine Land
Conservation to NC Farm Bureau. She has also written a book
about our horse country as well  as coordinating several campaigns
to promote the area.

Libbie founded “Boots & Breeches” – In a horse town, there are
plenty of merchants, large and small,  that appreciate the business
of horse people. Boots and Breeches are Always Welcome, is an
identifying logo that lets equestrians know what local businesses
appreciate their patronage. 

Libbie is an archivist,  photographer, 
promoter and all-around lover of Tryon. 
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MAY DRESSAGE & CT SHOW
A massive shout-out to our incredible volunteers and amazing
riders who showed up, toughed it out, and proved that equestrians
don't melt!  From Intro all  the way through Grand Prix,  you all
walked, trotted, and passaged your way through the downpour l ike
absolute champions. 

Photos from the day are available for download now at
lkgriffith.shootproof.com. 

The best part of the day? The vibes. We heard plenty of laughter,
some sweet words of consolation, and during the absolute worst of
the deluge, one rider won the positivity award by saying: "We need
the rain. If it  took a horse show to get it,  I  am not going to
complain!"  That’s the spirit!

Sure, a few folks chose to stay dry and scratch, but overall  we had a
fantastic turnout. In fact, one of our judges couldn't believe her
eyes! She kept remarking on how incredible it  was to see so many
dedicated riders out there giving it their all  despite the weather.  
Thank you to everyone who made the day so special,  soggy boots
and all!  You guys rock. 

And a huge thank you again to Shannon Kelley, Realtor with
Berkshire Hathaway Spaulding Group for sponsoring the 1st place
awards! Shannon is an avid horse person who specializes in finding
the perfect farm to fit your needs. Check out her website—linked
on our show page—for your next dream equine property!

https://lkgriffith.shootproof.com/gallery/9a64bdca-bfcf-4ddc-b742-fb7356ab464b/
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TD CORNER: 
To a l l  o u r c o m p et i to rs a  B I G t h a n k yo u  fo r  c h e c k i n g  i n  w i t h  yo u r
wa r m  u p a n d  r i n g  stewa rd s.  

A  n o t e  o n  s c r a t c h i n g  c l a s s e s  t h o u g h .  P l e a s e  s c r a t c h  a t  t h e
o f f i c e  o r  i f  s o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n s  i n  y o u r  w a r m  u p  t h a t  w o u l d
c a u s e  y o u  n o t  t o  m a k e  i t  t o  t h e  s h o w  r i n g  p l e a s e  n o t i f y  t h e
s t e w a r d s  s o  t h e y  m a y  a d v i s e  t h e  j u d g e s  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  n o t  b e
s h o w i n g .  T h i s  k e e p s  o u r  s h o w s  r u n n i n g  s m o o t h l y  a n d  i t ’ s  a l s o
j u s t  p l a i n  g o o d  m a n n e r s .  S e e  y o u  a l l  i n  J u l y  f o r  o u r  d r e s s a g e  o n l y
h a l f  d a y  s h o w .
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We have partnered with Grand Impressions Design Co. to offer over 40
different items, including saddle pads, beanies, vests, and shirts, all
featuring our logo. We have carefully selected items that are both
comfortable and stylish for everyone. Although the turnaround time is a
bit longer, the quality is excellent. You can also use Club Bucks to
purchase items from the store. If you would like to use Club Bucks, please
send an email to Erin at erin.e.stroud@gmail.com with the amount you
would like to use, and we will provide you with a gift card for the online
store with the matching amount for you to redeem. If you need any
assistance with ordering or have any questions, please don't hesitate to
contact us.

Follow this link to the online store:
https://grandimpressiondesign.com/collections/foothills-riding-club
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FRC HAS AN ONLINE STORE! 

https://grandimpressiondesign.com/collections/foothills-riding-club
mailto:erin.e.stroud@gmail.com
https://grandimpressiondesign.com/collections/foothills-riding-club
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BUSINESS MEMBERS
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BUSINESS MEMBERS
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BUSINESS MEMBERS

F E N C E
F A R M  H O U S E  T A C K

L A N D R U M  H A R D W A R E
C A R O L Y N  C A S T I L L O

T R A C E Y  E V A N S
J A C Q U I  L A N I E R

S U S A N  S H E L T O N



2026 BOARD MEMBERS

President, Website Manager: Erin Stroud-Parker
Vice President, Clinics: Candice Carr
Secretary: Bette Mann
Treasurer: Natalie Gourley
Special Events, Points: Margo Savage West
Newsletter: Kristen Griffith
Volunteers: Meaghan Morris
Membership & Show Secretary: Kathy McFadden
Hospitality: Jan Bellows
Events: Margaret Freeman
Publicity, Events: Anne Bandes
Hospitality, Events: Christie Moldovan

Members at Large: 
Carole Foster (Newsletter)
Jillian Woolridge (Website)

Follow Foothills Riding Club! 

@foothillsridingclub @foothillsridingclub Foothills Riding Club

https://www.facebook.com/foothillsridingclub
https://www.instagram.com/foothillsridingclub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCAlRV0rkd6B1Uqqa5vH1IA/featured
https://www.facebook.com/foothillsridingclub
https://www.instagram.com/foothillsridingclub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCAlRV0rkd6B1Uqqa5vH1IA/featured
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