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The Big “E” in
Dressage

DC Schooling Forms
We had a blast at Trivia Night with 56 people (check
out the photo above!) and 10 teams—a huge shoutout
to our winners, Mutton Withers, for taking the top
spot!

This month’s edition is packed with everything you
need to gear up for show season, from helpful
reminders to a deep dive into the "Big E" (Elimination).

If the show ring isn’t your thing, there are still plenty
of ways to get involved! We’ve got XC schooling and a
Hunter Pace coming up, plus a must-attend seminar
with Matt Devlin on finding your balance through
pelvic mobility and core stability.

Hunter Pace

Trivia night recap



April

UPCOMING EVENTS
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4.4 Hunter Pace at Circle Z Farm

3.21   Dressage & Combined Training Show
3.22  Dressage Show
3.22  Cross Country Schooling

March

5.23 Dressage & Combined Training Show

May

7.18 Dressage Show

October

July

September
9.5 Dressage & Combined Training Show

10.31 Dressage & Combined Training Show

4.16 Seminar with Matt Devlin, D.C. 
4.4 Working Equitation Show 
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https://foothillsridingclub.org/#membershipjoin
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TD CORNER

H e l pf u l  H i nts :
      

Rea d  yo u r r u l e b o o ks.
Th e n ew 2 0 2 6  US E A d re s sa g e te sts a re a ct i ve n ow.  J u st  a  few
c h a n g e s a n d  t h ey l o o k s u p e r r i d ea b l e.
N o u n a u t h o r i ze d  a s s i sta n c e fo r  t h e d re s sa g e a n d  sta d i u m  fo r
r i d e rs s h ow i n g  i n  t h e te sts.  We d o l ove fo r  p e o p l e to c h e e r
af te r a  ro u n d  i s  f i n i s h e d .
P l ea s e t h a n k o u r wo n d e r f u l  vo l u nte e rs a n d  c o n s i d e r a  s h i f t
o r  2  a s we a l ways l ove to h ave fa b u l o u s c o o p e rat i o n  f ro m  o u r
c l u b m e m b e rs.

S u b m i t t e d  b y  J a n  B e l l o w s
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mailto:foothillsridingclub@gmail.com
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FRC TRIVIA NIGHT

T r i v i a  N i g h t  r e t u r n e d  t o  F E N C E  t h i s  m o n t h  w i t h  a n o t h e r  l a r g e
a n d  r a u c o u s  c r e w  o n  h a n d .  T h e r e  w e r e  5 6  a t t e n d e e s  o n  1 0  t e a m s
w h o  a t e  p i z z a  a n d  s a l a d  a n d  a n s w e r e d  a  l i s t  o f  t o u g h  q u e s t i o n s
a u t h o r e d  b y  F R C  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  A n n e  B a n d e s  a n d  M a r g a r e t
F r e e m a n .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  E r i n  S t r o u d - P a r k e r ,  C h r i s t i e  M o l d o v a n ,
K a t h y  M c F a d d e n  a n d  M a r g o  S a v a g e  W e s t  p r o v i d i n g  s c o r i n g ,
p r i z e s ,  f o o d  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

H e r e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  ( a n s w e r  o n  p a g e  1 8 ) :  W h a t  f a m o u s
c a n d y  b a r  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  t h e  f a v o r i t e  h o r s e  o f  t h e
m a n u f a c t u r e r ?

O n e  f u n  a s p e c t  o f  F R C ’ s  T r i v i a  N i g h t  i s  t h a t  t h e  t e a m s  s e l e c t
t h e i r  o w n  t e a m  n a m e .  M y  f a v o r i t e  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g  w a s  “ V e t  B i l l
S u p p o r t  G r o u p . ”  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e y  d i d n ’ t  w i n  a  c a s h  p r i z e
( t h e r e  w e r e  n o  c a s h  p r i z e s ) ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  d i n n e r  w a s  a  b a r g a i n !  

T h e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  M a r c h  T r i v i a  n i g h t  w e r e :
1 .   M u t t o n  W i t h e r s  
B e t t e  M a n n ,  M a r y  O t w e l l ,  K n u t e r  B e r n d s e n ,  C e r i c e  B e r n d s e n ,
J e n n i f e r  G r u h n  ( p i c t u r e d  o n  p a g e  1 5 ,  t o p )

2 .   L a w n  O r n a m e n t s  
J u d i e  K l a p h o l z ,  S h a n n o n  K e l l e y ,  T o s h a  B e l l ,  N a t a l i e  F i f e ,  H e i d i
H u f f m o n t  ( p i c t u r e d  o n  p a g e  1 5 ,  b o t t o m  r i g h t )

3 .   C o u n t - M e - I n !
A r i e l  W h i t e ,  C a s s i e  L e M a s t e r ,  J a c k  K e r n ,  R e d e n t a
S o p r a n o  ( p i c t u r e d  o n  p a g e  1 5 ,  b o t t o m  l e f t )

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r g a r e t  F r e e m a n
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THE BIG “E” (FOR ELIMINATION) 
IN DRESSAGE

D re s sa g e - s h ow j u d g e s h ave a  re s p o n s i b i l i ty to c o n s i d e r t h e
we l fa re of t h e h o rs e s,  t h e safety of t h o s e at  t h e s h ow,  a n d  to
ke e p t h e c o m p et i t i o n  fa i r  fo r  eve r yo n e.  Th u s,  t h ey pay c l o s e
at te nt i o n  to t h e r u l e s t h at  i nvo l ve e l i m i n at i o n .
               
Fo r  j u d g e s,  d re s sa g e s h ows fa l l  i nto two ba s i c cate g o r i e s :  “ US E F-
re c o g n i ze d ” a n d  “s c h o o l i n g , ” m ea n i n g  a ny s h ow n ot  re c o g n i ze d
by t h e US E F,  n o m at te r w h o p u ts i t  o n .  Th e d i st i n ct i o n  i s
i m p o r ta nt  fo r  at  l ea st  two rea s o n s.  1 .  A re c o g n i ze d  s h ow fo l l ows
t h at  d e n s e US E F Ru l e b o o k ,  w h i l e a  s c h o o l i n g  s h ow ca n  m a ke i ts
ow n  r u l e s.  2 .  W h o ca n  a ctu a l l y  e l i m i n ate s o m e o n e,  i f  i t  c o m e s to
t h at .  
              
 I t  m a ke s a  l ot  of s e n s e to rev i ew t h e US E F Ru l e b o o k ea c h  s ea s o n ,
b e ca u s e i t’s  b ot h  ve r y sa d  a n d  ve r y ex p e n s i ve to g et  e l i m i n ate d ,
s i n c e yo u ’ ve d evote d  s o m u c h  t i m e a n d  d o l l a rs to yo u r h o rs e a n d
yo u r t ra i n i n g ,  a n d  a l s o b e ca u s e t h e US E F c h a n g e s i ts r u l e s w i t h
s o m e f re q u e n cy.
               
M o st  r i d e rs t h i n k t h at  i t’s  e i t h e r t h e j u d g e o r t h e te c h n i ca l
d e l e g ate at  a  re c o g n i ze d  s h ow w h o ca n  e l i m i n ate,  b u t  t h at’s n ot
q u i te r i g ht .  Th e j u d g e m ay e l i m i n ate yo u  fo r  a  r u l e v i o l at i o n
d u r i n g  a  te st  o n l y af te r  yo u ’ ve e nte re d  t h e a re n a  ( exc e pt  fo r  t h e
4 5 - s e c o n d  l ate - e nt r y r u l e ) .  O u ts i d e t h e c o m p et i t i o n  r i n g ,  t h e
a u t h o r i ty fo r  r u l e s e nfo rc e m e nt  re sts w i t h  t h e s h ow c o m m i t te e.
Th e T D ca n  i nfo r m  t h e s h ow c o m m i t te e of a  r u l e s v i o l at i o n  a n d
a d v i s e a  c o m p et i to r  w h o i s  u n s u re of a  r u l e s s i tu at i o n .  Th e T D’s
ro l e i s  to c l a r i f y t h e a p p l i cat i o n  of US E F r u l e s to j u d g e s,
ex h i b i to rs a n d  m a n a g e m e nt  a l i ke a n d  to i nve st i g ate a ny s i tu at i o n
i n  w h i c h  t h e r u l e s a re n’ t  u p h e l d .

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r g a r e t  F r e e m a n ,  U S E F  S e n i o r  D r e s s a g e  J u d g e
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At  s c h o o l i n g  s h ows,  l i ke t h o s e h e l d  by F RC,  s h ow m a n a g e m e nt
m a ke s t h e r u l e s.  S c h o o l i n g  s h ows ca n  state t h at  t h e s h ow w i l l  r u n
p r i m a r i l y  a c c o rd i n g  to US E F r u l e s,  w i t h  s p e c i f i e d  exc e pt i o n s.
S c h o o l i n g  s h ow m a n a g e m e nt  ca n  ove r r i d e t h e d e c i s i o n  of t h e
j u d g e c o n c e r n i n g  r u l e s i f  i t  w i s h e s.
               
F RC exc e pt i o n s to t h e US E F Ru l e b o o k a re p r i nte d  o n  t h e we b s i te
a n d  p r i m a r i l y  a d d re s s p rote ct i ve w ra p s a n d  t h e d re s s c o d e.
               
H e re a re m ay b e t h e f i ve m o st  c o m m o n  ca u s e s of e l i m i n at i o n  at  a
d re s sa g e c o m p et i t i o n ,  b ot h  re c o g n i ze d  a n d  s c h o o l i n g :

Th re e e r ro rs d u r i n g  a  te st .
S u sta i n e d  re s i sta n c e of l o n g e r t h a n  2 0  s e c o n d s d u r i n g  a  te st .
A l l  fo u r of t h e h o rs e’s fe et  g o o u ts i d e t h e a re n a  fe n c e.
M a r ke d  l a m e n e s s.
Ev i d e n c e of b l o o d  o n  a  h o rs e,  exc e pt  fo r  e nv i ro n m e nta l
ca u s e s,  s u c h  a s i n s e ct  b i te s. ( Do n’ t  fe e d  yo u r h o rs e t reats
c o nta i n i n g  re d  fo o d  c o l o r i n g ,  w h i c h  ca n  t i nt  h i s sa l i va  re d  a n d
b e m i sta ke n  fo r  b l o o d . )   

I f  yo u ’ ve s h ow n  j u st  at  s c h o o l i n g  s h ows s u c h  a s t h e F RC s h ows,
b u t  yo u  a re n ow g o i n g  to t r y a  US E F- re c o g n i ze d  s h ow,  i t  i s  a n
exc e l l e nt  p l a n  to rev i ew t h e US E F Ru l e b o o k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  fo r  t h e
d re s sa g e a n d  e q u i p m e nt  c o n s i d e rat i o n s t h at  d o n’ t  a p p l y at  a
s c h o o l i n g  s h ow.  

A n s w e r  t o  t h e  t r i v i a  q u e s t i o n  o n  p a g e  1 4 :  S n i c k e r s  
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We have partnered with Grand Impressions Design Co. to offer over 40
different items, including saddle pads, beanies, vests, and shirts, all
featuring our logo. We have carefully selected items that are both
comfortable and stylish for everyone. Although the turnaround time is a
bit longer, the quality is excellent. You can also use Club Bucks to
purchase items from the store. If you would like to use Club Bucks, please
send an email to Erin at erin.e.stroud@gmail.com with the amount you
would like to use, and we will provide you with a gift card for the online
store with the matching amount for you to redeem. If you need any
assistance with ordering or have any questions, please don't hesitate to
contact us.

Follow this link to the online store:
https://grandimpressiondesign.com/collections/foothills-riding-club
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FRC HAS AN ONLINE STORE! 

https://grandimpressiondesign.com/collections/foothills-riding-club
mailto:erin.e.stroud@gmail.com
https://grandimpressiondesign.com/collections/foothills-riding-club
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I ' m  a  n e w l y -  m i n t e d  ( 2 0 2 6 )  U S E F  E v e n t i n g  T D !  I  w a s
b l e s s e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  B r o u s s a r d  C h a r i t a b l e  Tr u s t  F u n d
G o i n g  F o r w a r d  G r a n t ,  w h i c h  s u p p o r t e d  s o m e  o f  t h e
e x p e n s e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  i n  a  t w o - y e a r  l o n g  j o u r n e y
o f  s e m i n a r s ,  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s  a n d  t e s t i n g .  I ' v e  m e t
s o m e  f a s c i n a t i n g  p e o p l e ,  s e e n  s o m e  l o v e l y  h o r s e s ,
l e a r n e d  l e s s o n s  a b o u t  h o r s e m a n s h i p  a n d  l i f e ,  a n d  o n l y
p a n i c k e d  a  s l i g h t  b i t  b e f o r e  m y  f i n a l  e x a m  a t  t h e
F l o r i d a  H o r s e  P a r k  i n  O c a l a  l a s t  O c t o b e r .  M y  f i r s t
o f f i c i a l  T D  g i g  w i l l  b e  a t  F u l l  G a l l o p  F a r m  o n  M a r c h  8 t h .

I  a l s o  a n n o u n c e  a t  h o r s e  t r i a l s ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  s o  a t
t h e  L o c a l  C h a r i t i e s  H o r s e  Tr i a l ,  a n d  t h e  U S E A
I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a n d  I n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  C h a m p i o n s h i p s  a n d
S t a b l e  V i e w  A l u m n i  C u p  e v e n t s .  T h e y  a r e  b o t h  b e i n g
h e l d  a t  S t a b l e  V i e w  i n  A i k e n  i n  M a y .
C a m  S t o c k h a u s e n
D i r e c t o r ,  C a m s t o c k  E q u e s t r i a n
R i d i n g  I n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g  f o r
F o x h u n t e r s  a n d  E v e n t e r s
S o f t  e l b o w ,  R h y t h m i c  l e g ,  S t e a d y
m i n d
5 1 5 . 2 3 1 . 9 8 7 5
L a n d r u m ,  S C
w w w . c a m s t o c k . n e t
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BUSINESS MEMBERS

F E N C E
F A R M  H O U S E  T A C K

L A N D R U M  H A R D W A R E



2025 BOARD MEMBERS

President, Website Manager: Erin Stroud-Parker
Vice President, Clinics: Candice Carr
Secretary: Bette Mann
Treasurer: Natalie Gourley
Special Events, Points: Margo Savage
Newsletter: Kristen Griffith
Volunteers: Melissa Van Doren
Volunteers: Meaghan Morris
Membership & Show Secretary: Kathy McFadden
Hospitality: Jan Bellows
Events: Margaret Freeman
Publicity, Events: Anne Bandes
Hospitality, Events: Christie Moldovan

Members at Large: 
Carole Foster (Newsletter)
Jillian Woolridge (Website)

Follow Foothills Riding Club! 

@foothillsridingclub @foothillsridingclub Foothills Riding Club

https://www.facebook.com/foothillsridingclub
https://www.instagram.com/foothillsridingclub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCAlRV0rkd6B1Uqqa5vH1IA/featured
https://www.facebook.com/foothillsridingclub
https://www.instagram.com/foothillsridingclub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCAlRV0rkd6B1Uqqa5vH1IA/featured

	IN THIS EDITION
	MARCH 2026
	We had a blast at Trivia Night with 56 people (check out the photo above!) and 10 teams—a huge shoutout to our winners, Mutton Withers, for taking the top spot!
	This month’s edition is packed with everything you need to gear up for show season, from helpful reminders to a deep dive into the "Big E" (Elimination).
	If the show ring isn’t your thing, there are still plenty of ways to get involved! We’ve got XC schooling and a Hunter Pace coming up, plus a must-attend seminar with Matt Devlin on finding your balance through pelvic mobility and core stability.

	UPCOMING EVENTS
	March
	3.21   Dressage & Combined Training Show 3.22  Dressage Show 3.22  Cross Country Schooling

	April
	4.4 Hunter Pace at Circle Z Farm
	4.4 Working Equitation Show
	4.16 Seminar with Matt Devlin, D.C.

	May
	5.23 Dressage & Combined Training Show

	July
	7.18 Dressage Show

	September
	9.5 Dressage & Combined Training Show

	October
	10.31 Dressage & Combined Training Show


	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026

	FRC TRIVIA NIGHT
	Submitted by Margaret Freeman

	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026

	THE BIG “E” (FOR ELIMINATION)  IN DRESSAGE
	Submitted by Margaret Freeman, USEF Senior Dressage Judge

	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	FRC
	MARCH 2026

	FRC HAS AN ONLINE STORE!
	FRC
	MARCH 2026
	BUSINESS MEMBERS
	BUSINESS MEMBERS
	BUSINESS MEMBERS
	FENCE FARM HOUSE TACK LANDRUM HARDWARE

	2025 BOARD MEMBERS
	Follow Foothills Riding Club!
	@foothillsridingclub
	@foothillsridingclub
	Foothills Riding Club



